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By RICHARD X, WARD o

If the Nixon administration has its way, the arms race will
continue indefinitely under the new Secretary of Defense James R.
Schlesinger.

Schlesinger is an advocate of heavy spending on nuclear qnd
advanced cenventional weavonry and of closer collaloration
between the military and civilian intelligence apparatus. These
policies mean steady increases in the military budget and con-
tinned U.S. intervention abroad, despile the }_'.'i(h<ira\"'al of U.S.
troops from Vieinamn. . .

Schlesinger, the third Deiense Secretary to occupy t}m_t p‘qst t?ns
vear, hits elso held three major positions this vear, each indicating
a rise in his own star dur m'_', a period when the Nixon ad-
ministration was being rocked by the Watergate scendals.

After serving a yvear and a bhall as chaivman of the Atomie

(/Encrg_\' Commniission, .»c}‘.:o‘m er was named in January to head

the Central Inteliivence Agency. And alter b:‘gmnm" a major
reorganizaiion of te CLY and Deiense Department inteiligence
organizations, durine Lis three raontias s head of the k,l.‘ che was
named to his present positien on aiay 100 That date was perhaps a
peak of the Wate x cate crisis, the sume Gay that two former ¢ '}m 16
members, Jolm 2 and Maurice Stans were placed unde
federal critainal i'wi:ux-‘.vr"'.

At 44, Schiesinuer 1s e the nation's voungest Pentagon chief.
having servedin e Nixon adninistration sinee 1989, 1t his name is
no heuschoid word amont oramery Americans, he is well krown
and trusted by the ruim: eiveies, ri's appomtment is apalogous to
the <hift to the State Deparunent of Henry Rissinger whose views
he shares.

Kissinger

e el

and Schlesinter hove emerped as the two major
fieures of anoaamimn retion vine o pres up the pieces :n_t'cr
\\:nl(':';'-’li(‘ i gy S e mernitions, arena, During
the first adimmstration, Nowiabd Kessinoer mcd to run the \}h(ﬂv
military and forci b the White Virtuald
figureheads admnnetened does Sae ;nnl‘ Defense Departments,
varely havint o poi s oo igon Feady decisions.
INFUFECTIVE ENSTRUMENT

Fhispreat conceaitaton o nower in the White House tailed to be
effective dreaunoont tor the s American rulinginteresis.
[issiner was the bananicsoed ehintee of the Rocheielior circies.
which he nas ervea roiansey sinve his flarvard craceate stwden
davs, Dut the ¢hrott b i~ he vast machinery of the State and
“L:I(‘H‘i(‘ Devin e o e d, bath neeause of the policies them-
sefves et e sanen e o esereise o much personal
p()‘.'.('l

Now virtuadlyv il af
wnder the shidow ot Vet

ot House.

an

Ninon's tornier administration cronies are
Sttt anG even i they escane prison,

they have been eliminated from povw

The attempt torun the whole An .
House proved to be teo dreat a b
Kissinger and Schicsinzser are inten..
branch while at the same time d “zing some ol Nixon's per-
sonal power. The arpointments cie =is0 an cilor in make (he
administration more resvonsive to t. - dominant e,en:ents of the
ruling class, white making token gesin-os towara pualic opinion via
the Congress.

Nixon's obsession will indochina,
that eluded his predecessors, provesd

oana will remad
nimperitm from the White
The new apsointiients of
Lo strendiacn tar exective

nin gisarace.

s attempt Lo pain the victory
oe the straw {hat hroke the

camel’s back. The U.S. mifitary ef/o7 in indoching wos the singic
most important ciement precipiiatang the domestic and in-

ternational cconomic crises. detn
major ciements of vublic epinion arn
ruling circles.

Although Nixon's views on Indochin
Kissinger, the preoccupation with incochina overs(rained the
ctonomy, created widespread domes - unrest and tied up the time
and encrgies of most top officials ¢ tn2 White House.

The effort to obtain a victory in indochina failed despite the
tesort to the most barbaric war crinics. The final victory of the
fndochinese peoples has mereiy been vastponed. But the damestic -
and fnternational erises remain and continue to develop tine a
chain reaction out of contraol.

The American military effort in ine
entive Iy by deficit snending, uniea:
mitntion which has spread throu
"\’U!i:)!\\}‘. At the same time, Amncrio
oidocireles, were
Crvaivomment.

12 the dollur, alienating
< snarply dividing American

a were largelv shared by

lochina, firanced almost
anunprecedentod domestice
cout the cenitalist world
avinterests, as seen by
being neplected in

s
a rapidly cnanging world

Like Kissinger, Schiesinger apparently never (g)" osed Nixon's
Indochina policies. bBut now the two new cabinet members will be
charged with attempting to retrieve ~onerica’s position in a world
vasty changed from when he tock ¢iiice. Now the U.S. is con-
fronted with strong rival C'piu.li<' _powers, a vastly stronger
Pecple’s Republic of China and US growing neocolonial sen-
timents and movements througnout toe third world, and. of course,
an Indochina policy that is in an irreirievable shambies.

In the wake of the numerous se¢ibacks and contradictions

\.

l*“d“\'illin th adminiswnlion. Se mder ana Kissinger are
being given the task of trying to mzintain American power and
international m.]uonce at a turmin2 point in npistory., when

American power is still great but ciecriv on the deciine. 1t was no
accident that Schiesinger became head of the Defense Department
at this time. :

From the time of receiving his PhD in Economics at Harvard in
1956, Schlesinsger moved rapidly into the hisher circles of the so-

called defensc intellectuals. While tezching at the University of
Virginia cconomics department botsceen 1956-63. he bocame a
consultant to the RAND Corp. avd e Naval War coliepe. His

lectures at the latter institution were
“The Political Economiy of Nationai Sccurity,” now largely out-
dated by events. Towever, it reven bis ahiinment with the im-
perialist interests of the r ulm" circies and his understondins of the
relationships between military speraing and imperial desipns.,

Between 1263-69, Schlesineer w orl». JUURAND, where he became
a senior staff member and later, ctarof stratezie studics. His
own worl at RAND involved special or nuciear weapons. During
his academic and RAND vears e meved in the civeles of nubiary
specialists that eventuaily became thie backbone of the Nivon
adminivtration. These were considered the “hard-liners,” actually
a diverse group, whose main commoen pround was their suspicion
that bemoceratic party liberals were soit on communia.

ii\‘h“ri in 1950 in his book,
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